THE long range of buildings designed by the
architect Visconti to connect the Louvre and Tuile-
ries, was completed in 1857 and on August 14th in
that year the Emperor and the Empress presided at
the ceremony of their inauguration. "When, on July
25, 1852, Napoleon III laid the foundation stone, he
expressed the hope that the work would be com-
pleted in five years' time, and his desire had been
fulfilled, thanks first of all to Visconti, and, after the
death of the famous architect, which occurred in
1853, to Lefuel, who carried on the undertaking to
the end, with unflagging zeal. In the beautifying of
Paris, Napoleon III took as his model his great
uncle. "When a work was to be done, he asked expert
opinion as to the shortest, not the longest, time re-
quired to accomplish it, and then he required that it
be done within this promised period and would take
no excuse for any failure to keep the promise. The
conduct of this Louvre-Tuileries work was a good
example of the Emperor's energy and expedition.
No effort was spared to hasten its completion. One
hundred and fifty sculptors and a host of decorators
labored ceaselessly at the execution of the design,
which comprised no less than fifteen hundred sepa-
rate objects for carving. During the year 1857 the
number of workmen's days reached three hundred
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